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I the Petition of theLord Miior, 


"0 ': Aldermen, and thereſt of itheCommon-! 
 Councell, of London, preſented to both | 


_ Houſes of Parliament, March 
. 38, T64t; 
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Mr. SPE AKBRS Lewer, 
Ordered” 
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- ef True Copy of the Petition of the 
Lord Maior, Aldermen, and the reſt of the 
| Common-Councell of Lexa, preſerited 
to borh Rouſes of Parliament, arch 
' - $8. 1641» =D 
Thehumble Petition of the Maigr, Aldermen , andthe reft of 
; the Gommon*Connacell of the City ff London. b- 
Sheweth, 
h T H# the Pctitioters doe much rejoyce in theha 
| L and joyfullConcurrence of both the Houſes of Par- 
liament, as in other things, (o eſpecially, in that moſt 
necelſary Ordinance touching the Militia of this King- 
dome, and dominion of Wales , Whercunto the Peti- 
tioners doe moſt lnumbly and cheerefully ſubmit, for the 
ſafety of His Majeſty , the Parliament and Kingdome : 
for the grdering wheregf many preſſing Petitions from 
moſt parts ofthe Kingdome have been exhibited, inthis 
time of imminent Danger,praceeding from the bloody 
Connflls of Papiſts and others, il! affeed to the ho- 
nour, peace and profpority of our moſt gracious King, 
and hi Diogomes, ” 349: grotto in 
And the Peritionfts doe likewile humbly returne all 
fible thanks finto this Honourable Houſe, for the 
_ honour and high favorr vouchſafed in giving them 
veto nominatethe Perfons to whom the Militia of 
this Ciry ſhould be committed 5 And/for accepting and 
| Nomination and reryrn made to this 


of the 
66am Fo Houſe, by the Petitioners gn that behalle. 
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But this their joy js mach diſturbed and interrupted 
by an untrue,and dangerous Petition, intituled The Pe- 
tifion of the Citizens of London , whoſe names are undet 
written, directed and delwertd 5 ity Febyuary hf, tothe 


Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament; and ſince 


publiſhc4 in Print, withthis Tirle, The humble Perition 
of the Citizens of Lowdo# : thereby to publiſh it through 
the Kingdome, as the Petition ofall rhe Citizens: where- 
in 1s ſer forth(as appeares by one of thoſe PrintedCopies 
annexed)that the ordering of the Armes of Londen hath 
time our of mind , beene annexed to the Maioralty of 
the {ard City; that the conferring thereof upon others 


would refle& upon the government and Cuſioines ofthis - 


City;granted by the great Charter of Eng/and,and confir- 
med by divers Acts and Charters fince that time: and 
which every Freeman of the ſaid City is by the Oath of 
his freedome bound to maintaine to the utmoſt of his 
power ; and that ſuch alteration in the ancient Govern- 
ment might breed great diftraions and inconvenien- 
cies: or tOrhis effeR. 

Nor this alone, but the Petitioner: are yet more deeply 
wounded and grieved, by the prefumptuous boldnefle of 
the Publiſhers of the ſaid Petition in Print , by joyni 
therewith His Majcfties Anfwer and denyal , Intituled, 


... His Majefties Meſſage te beth Houſes of Parliament, pebruayy 


23, 1641. Which Anſwer (as the Petitioners humb] 
conceive) was grounded upon the ſaid Pctition,and mil. 
information of ſome perſons , ill affefted ro His Maje- 
ſiy and to the City, who havethereby, and otherwiſe, of: 
ten endeavoured to-make diviſions betwixt the King and 
the Parliament, betwixt the Parliament and the City,and 
betwixe the Citizens among I tothe m— 
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ble abuſe of his facred Majeſty, and of all his loyall Sub. 
I $, 

aye by belceve , that this bold publiſhing in 
Print, of the ſaid Petition , and his Majeſtics. Meſt 
(which ſhortly after tollowed the exhibiting of the ſazd 
Petitton) cogether in one Printed paper , was purpoſely 
done, wickedly and ſeditiouſly , to make diviſions as a- 
foreſaid, to beget an opinionthroughout the Kingdome, 
that the City of Londen doth not intend to conforme un. 
to, but complaine of, and oppoſe the aforcſaid Ord. 
nance, and to make the faid Perition a deſperate preſident 
to thexeſt of the Kingdo n,to do the like ;thereby to hin- 
der the cheerfull, necdiull, lawfull, and unanimous Con- 
currerce ofthe Kingdome,in ycelding duc,and full timely 
obedience to the ſaid Ordinance, 

They doe therefore humbly pray , This Honourable 
Houſe will vouchſate, 

1. Tobeleeve, that neither this nor any 0 hey Petition of the 
like kind ever came from the Petitioners, nor nas framed, con- 
erived or approved of by them, And that they doe wholly and 
with deteflation diſavew and diſclaims the fame as untrue , wun- 
adviſed, and dangerous Ferition, 

' 2. To put « difforence betweene the Authors, Contrivers, Pro. 
moters, Adviſers, Publiſber 4 and Printers of it, aud ſath, as 
it ſhalt appeare to this Honourable Houſe , were by ſubt ity 
drawne in wnawares to fubſcribe the ſame , without any malig. 
nant intention, and fha! clearely and fully achnouledge their er. 
ror, and raſbnes thevein; and thas the latter ſort may have fuch 
lawfull favour as may fland with the honour and juſtice of the 
bigh Count of Parliament. | 

Lafily, they doe humbly pray , this Honourable Houſe will 1; 
eneregſe their joy, by endeavouring to vphola and continue, by = 
£09 


- 

li} 
| 
' 


” 


| 


| 


LUMI 


(3) 
good meanes that bleſſed commurrerce of buth Houſes of Parlia- 
ment,in all your great affaires, a"d effcinally ts proceed apamſt- 
all diftarbers and undermyners rhereaf, and that [ball endeavmur 
go cheriſh any miſunderſtin ling betpixe the King and Parlia- 
ment, whom God and the Lanes of this Lind have united in (6 
meere 4 Relation, . 

And they ſhall ever be ready to afſijl and ſtand by this Ho- 
nourahle Houſe theroin, with their lives and Eſtates, to the nt- 
moſt of their poner, accordin; to their late Prozeſtation, 


Ancther of che Cam: Petitions (withchange only of the Title ) 
was likewiſe preſenced to the moſt Honourable Houle of Peeres » 
the fame day (Mirch 18) by divers Aldermen, and oth:r worthy 
Members of the Conrt of Common Cauncell aforclaid- 

And ſhall unceſlambpray,.&c. 


The Anſiver to the aforeſaid Petitionby the Vpper Houſe* 
DieVeneris 18, Martii. 1641. 


He At.lermen and Cit izens that delivered the Petition this day 
to the Lords in Parliament were called in, and the Lord Keep:r 
.told them by the dire&ion of the Hnuſe , that their Lord(hips 
did give them thanks for their readinefſe an{ forwardneſl: in their Obe= 
dienceto the Ordinance of Pacrliament,ms.e by both Houſes  concer- | 
ging the Militia, and facther care of preventiag any diſarders that 
mighr have happ-a:4 by ing or exhibiting. afalt and ſcandalous 
P-tition in the name of the City, whereas it was. not ſo, That theic 
Lerd(hips have ordercd, that this Pctition.now preſented ſhall de prin- 
ted: and PtHliſhed, aud ſor the ſcandalon Peritioa, the Lords have or» 
dcred the fame ſhall be burnt by the handof the Commons, Hangman: 
and thattheir Lordfhips doe reſolve to mike a difference betw-enc thoſe 
that werethe Authors. and Contrivers of that ſcandaloas Petition and | 
thoſe chat were ſeduced and ignorantly drawne in to ſubſcribe to. that 
Pctition. 
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'The Anſwer of th: Houſe of Commons to the 
aforeſaid Petition. | 


Die Veneris 18. Marti 1641, 


He bumble Petition ofthe Major, Aldermen, and the reſt 

ofthe Common Councell of this City was this day read 
in the houſe of C6mons,&ordred to be entred in the Journals 
of the ſaid Houſe, and to be Printed. The Petitioners were 
called in, and Maſter Speaker told them. that the Houſe had 
read their Petition, and received it with a great dealeof con- 
rentment and approbation , and it being ot that great conſe- 
quence, and fo full of expreſſion of zeale and affetionto his 
Majeſty, and the Kingdome : and in particular, that he was of 
reſpe& ro this Houſe , commanded to returne them hearty 
thankes inthe name of the whole Houſe : and wiſhed, thar he 
bad words ſufficiently to expreſle it, 

' And for thoſeof the City of Londes , that ſubſcribed that 
dangerous Petition complainedofby the Petitioners, and are 
defirous to acknowledge. their errour ( Provided they were 
none of the contrivers of that Petition : nor had a malignant 
ſpirit in theadvancing and exhibiring thereof.) This Houſe, 
according to the defires of the Petitioners, is wilting to ſhew 
favour unto them. Andasthe Perioners doe expreſit their 
care ofthe King and Kingdome, andof this Houſe in parti- 
cular ; fo this' Houſe will be alwayes ready to give their beſt 
endeavours to further thoſe things that may cancerne the ha« 
nour and ſafety of the King and Kingdome, and in. particulap 
.of the gaod and ſafety ofthe Cityof Lovdes, 


Mi Elcng Cler, Parl. D, Com, 
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 #hich paid their Pole money heretofore ar Terk, ſhall 


Mr, Speakers Letter, 
SIR, | 


T He Houle hath received information by Letters 
from your ſelfe, that the malice of ſome hath 
| procecded ſo farre of late , as to endeavour firſt, 
te perſwade your Countrey , thittheir Petitions to the 
Parliament were #1 reliſhed by this Houſe, And that 
your free offers therein of pntting your felyes into a Po» 
ſture of Defence, hath given fach teftimony of your abi. 
lities,that it hath utrerly taken away the hopes of paying 
your Billet money , til the Parliament knowes not how 
elſe to diſpoſe of it. Secondly, to cry downe Exerciſes 
(which have already done much good and to draw off 
ſome Miniſters by perfwading them that they are nor 
acceptableto this Houſe, Thirdly , that fome ia Holder- 
neffe have diſſvaded the Trained Bands from going into 
A» upon the Parliaments Order, - 

Which information of yours , rhe Honſe takes for 2 
an eſpeciall ſervice, and for fo full a teſtimony of your 
Adelity to the Parliament, and of love to your Country, 
as they hold it an evident character of your worth, and 
for this commands mee to give you very. hearty thankes. 
And to defire you inthe name of the Houſe ro declare 
tothe Country , how falſe and malicious theſe reports 
are : fince the Houſe was fo farre from diſrelliſhing their 
Petitions, or turning their free offer to their diſadvan- 
tage, as that they rerrned their publike rhankes when the 
Petition was received, Paſſed a vote to approve of their 
offer, and fince by another Vote juſtified rhem -in the 
fame AR upon his Majeſties taking notice thereof. 
And have fince - ordered thar the Gme Counties 
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nize pain ll yg o9 np be erforma au 
Ties. Ges Nag beingrefolved to cheriſh-and oe. 
power, em Cay Lars y-tend to the-propagating - 
oi Religion of which they bl thoſe: pre yew by 
ker Manes. - Thi ſe-thereforeÞb 
Gble of the great inconveniences which ray fappe 
their miepors in theſe FI rim, miſo 
manicy obe of theſe men, fit ſhould grocers 
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